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DOCUMENTARY 
Letters of Dr. John McLoughlin 

editorial introduction 

These three letters were written by Dr. McLoughlin 
to Edward Ermatinger, who had been a clerk at Fort 
Vancouver under Dr. McLoughlin in 1825 and 1826, but 
who had retired from the fur trade and resided at St. 
Thomas, Ontario. The original letters are now deposited 
in the Archives of Canada at Ottawa. 

The brother of Edward Ermatinger, who is referred 
to as being in charge of the company's business in the 
Snake Country, was Francis Ermatinger, who in later 
years resided at Oregon City and managed the H. B. Co. 
store there, and was chosen treasurer of the Territory of 
Oregon under the Provisional Government in 1845. 

The references to the prosperity and progress of the 
retired H. B. Co. employees who settled on French 
Prairie, and their preparation to receive Bishop Blanchet 
are valuable, but what was Simon McGillivray intending 
to do with land in the Willamette Valley? Here is an 
item of real interest. The McGillivray family had been 
active stockholders in the old North West Company be- 
fore coalition with the H. B. Co. Was he intending to 
follow the ideas of Dr. McLoughlin and become a land 
owner and future citizen of Oregon ? It is to be remem- 
bered that in later years Gov. Geo. Simpson had differ- 
ences of opinion with Dr. McLoughlin and suggested that 
the land holdings at the Falls of the Willamette were 
taken up for the H. B. Co. and not for Dr. McLoughlin 
individually. The Doctor's high opinion of the Oregon 
country and expectation of early settlement in it are evi- 
dent from these letters of 1835 and 1836. 

T. C. Elliott. 
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Letter of John McLaughlin to Edward Ermatinger 

Fort Vancouver 1st Feby 1835 
My Dear Sir 

I have now before me your Kind Letter of January 
1834 and Allow me to congratulate you on your new 
situation and I sincerely pray it may be a source of per- 
petual felicity to you — the name of your Wifes family is 
Known to me in 1817 I was a month 111 at a Mr Grover 
a Tavern Keeper in Haldimand — and I there frequently 
heard Mention of Col Burnham — the Gentleman you saw 
who Knows me is Robert Henry a long time a Clerk to 
the N W Co in the English River and afterwards a part- 
ner he is Brother of the Mr Henry who was drowned at 
the Columbia with Mr Donald McTavish — and who left 
his property to his Brother Robert — make him my Com- 
pliments if you see him again your Account of your 
situation is certainly gratifying and I have no Doubt that 
your situation is more Respectable — more comfortable 
and perhaps more profitable than that of any Chief factor 
in the Country however Gros Bourgeous — as you style 
him he may consider himself — you have one great satis- 
faction — you Act for yourself — and have no one to con- 
troul you — While you Know that in this Country you 
would be working for others and people who Know 
Nothing of the Business — have the power of diciding on 
the Merits of your conduct — and who would place a Runt 
a fellow that Knows Nothing — can do Nothing — as your 
Colleague — Merely because they want to reward — a 
Creature — But let us change the subject — I see that you 
and several of my friends expected me down last year — 
the truth is that I had given them to Understand that I 
would do so — But on reflection I considered it as well 
that while I was in the country It was as well for me to 
remain a little longer — so that when I went down — It 
might be optionable with me to remain if I was so In- 
clined as to the Business of this place it goes on in the 
Old way Except that last Summer I sent Ogden to erect 
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a trading Establishment on a River on the Coast in Lati- 
tude 54 N But the Russians would not allow him ascend 
the River — this is contrary to the treaty between the 
two Governments and of course John Bull must interfere 
but untill the affair is dicided we will remain on our oars 
— the Mr Wyatt who you mention as complimenting us 
so much — is come Back he has a party in the Snake 
Country — has begun a farm in the Willamette and In- 
tends curing Salmon for the New York Market — But I 
think this Salting Business will not pay him — With him 
came the Methodist Missioneries they have settled them- 
selves in the Willamette and Intend to Devote their At- 
tention to Civilizing the Indians — the Willamette free- 
men have become farmers and this fall will have three 
thousand Bushels Wheat for Sale — Simon McGillivray 
who retires from the Concern — has offered Gervais — two 
hundred and fifty pounds for his improvements and Ger- 
vais would not accept it — I have not heard from your 
Brother since the Month of June — though I Expect news 
of him every Moment — you Know he in the flat Head 
country — he may perhaps pay me a Visit — I am told he 
has a Clooch-I-man — with Best Wishes Believe me to Be 

Yours truly 

John McLoughlin 

N B I suppose you have seen McDonald I believe he 
is to call on you — I have sent My son David to be 
Educated with his Brother in Paris — I see by the 
paper that you are presiding & speechyfying at 
Radical meeting — how much you are Altered in 
Politic — times make people change 

JMcL 
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Letter of John McLoughlin to Edward Ermatinger 

Fort Vancouver 1st Feby 1836 
My Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to Acknowledge the receipt of 
your Esteemed favour of the 31st January 1835 By 
which I had the happiness to hear that you and yours 
were well and that you may long continue to be so is the 
sincere prayer of your humble Servant As to us here 
we go on in the Old way — we have not Increased our 
Establishments on the Coast in consequence of the Rus- 
sian Opposition — preventing our ascending stikine River 
last year — But we have two Vessel in addition to the 
to the three posts on the coast and one Vessel Employed 
in taking timber to Wahou — and our farm gives us Good 
Crops By the Bye — if it was not so difficult, to get here 
— and that the Country was better Known — people would 
prefer coming here instead of settling in Upper or Lower 
Canada — I wrote you last year that two Methodist Mis- 
sionaries are settled in the Willamette and I have the 
pleasure to say that they are doing well they have be- 
gun a fine farm several Indians have joined them Who 
— while they are receiving Religious Instruction are at 
the same time learning how to till the Ground — Which 
will Enable them to live as Civilized men — and which is 
the only Rational plan to be followed with Indians and 
which our Missionaries ought to follow — instead of teach- 
ing them to Read and write — and send them Back to 
their Lands — which gives them a certain consequence in 
the Eyes of their Countrymen — and Enables them to do 
harm — (if so disposed) — without having the power to 
do Good — as it is impossible even if they were every so 
well Disposed to Receive Instruction for Natives to be 
Instructed and Wander about as they must necessarily 
do for their food — No let those who wish to do good to 
Indians — teach them to get their food in a different way 
than at present — in short teach them Agriculture While 
they are instructing them in Religion — 
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Your Brother is still in the snake Country — and doing 
every Justice to his Charge — and had a very Narrow 
Escape last summer of being Killed by the Black feet 
his son is here at a school I have Established — for the 
Good of the Native children in this Quarter But the Boy 
had so much misery in his Youth and has Been so sickly 
that he makes but slow progress he has also an infirmity 
he is a little Deaf — however it is wearing off — and I 
hope — he will get cured of it — Allow me to request you to 
make my Compliments to Mrs Ermatinger — and with 
Best Wishes for you and yours Believe me to Be 

Yours truly 

John McLoughlin 

P S I am sorry you did not happen to meet my son 
David — in Montreal — he is now in France — or at 
Addiscombe College — Qualifying himself for to go 
out to the East Indies — my other Son John — quar- 
relled with his Uncle — on account of his Extrava- 
gence — and I Believe is now also on his way to the 
East Indies as Surgeon or Physician — My Brother 
says he is Clever — but has no OEconomy this how- 
ever may alter — by last accounts he was in Mon- 
treal 

JMcL 

Letter of John McLoughlin to Edward Ermatinger 

Fort Vancouver 3rd March 1837 
My Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to Acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Kind favour of 3rd Feby 1836 and I hope I need 
not say that I was Extremely happy to see that you are 
in such Good Spirits with Every thing about you — It 
is true as you say that you are in a fine country — But 
it seems the people are much dissatisfied with the Ad- 
ministrations of Both the provinces and to tell you my 
Mind not without cause — But I hope these Dissentions 
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will soon cease and peace and Quietness Reign once more 
amongst you As to us here we go on in the Old Way 
I killed forty Head of cattle last Summer so you see the 
tabou is Broken — Last year two more Missionaries came 
across from St Louis and are settled in the Vicinity of 
Walla Walla they Expect a large reinforcement this 
year both across Land and by sea — on the 2nd Jany 
the American Brig Lorait Entered this River in Ballast 
— having been chartered at Oahu at the Rate of seven 
hundred Dollars P Month By a Mr Slacum to Bring him 
here He said he came to join some friends who were 
to have come across land — but as they did not come he 
is gone Back by way of Mexico from this you may see 
that we will not be long without seeing settlers here — 
and Why should it not be settled you Know the Climate 
is Mild — and you have not so fine a Country in Canada 
as the Willamette you Know we have no Need to make 
hay for our Cattle the settlers in the Willamette have 
Built a Grist Mill and this year have five thousand Bush- 
els Wheat they have Built a fine House of 30 by 70 feet 
for a priest whom they Expect to get from the Bishop 
of Red River — and we also have a Chaplain the Revd Mr 
Beaver and his Wife — from this you see we Expect to 
be well supplied with Clerical Characters — I think I see 
you smile and say to yourself — you Want it Well be it 
so — it is well for those who can have what they want I 
have not heard from your Brother since the Brigade 
came down he was out in the plains last Summer and 
I expect to hear from him or to see him every moment 
I am told he intends to Urge to go out to shew himself — 
But as I understand the Govr has written him — this may 
Induce him to alter his Mind you are surprised at my 
having been at Haldimand the fact is in 1816 (fall) in 
the troublesome times, I fell ill going down from St 
Maries at Haldimand at the House of one Grover who 
treated me with the Greatest Kindness and I Beg if you 
go that way that you Remember me to him in the Kind- 
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est terms — please make my Compliments to Mrs E and 
Believe me to Be 

Yours truly 

John McLoughlin 

P S Maria and her Mother desire to be remembered to 
you What could put it in your head that Maria 
was at Quebec — My crop this year is 5 M B. 
Wheat 4 M do Pease 2 M. Barley 2 M Oats 

JMcL 



